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told the noble Duke of Northumberland has just presented
Cambridge with a magnificent equatorial, and the Emperor
of Russia has endowed Pultowa in like manner. In
America we have no dukes, nor nobles, nor kings, nor
emperors. The people constitute the imperial power, and
the people have become the patrons of science. Ninety
days ago and the Cincinnati Observatory lived but in the
brain of a single individual. Now that individual stands
before you with funds to purchase what your friend Mr.
Simms says is not to be found in London, an instrument
equal to that which, in the hands of Struve, at Dorpat, has
done such signal service to astronomy. I come to see, to
examine, to study, to learn, and I humbly beg the aid of
your great experience, in accomplishing the objects of my
mission."

Here I halted, a little out of breath, while the astron-
omer and the manufacturer looked at me with no small
astonishment. " Indeed," said Mr. Sheepshanks, " you
shall have my poor aid with all my heart. But tell me, is it
possible that the people, the very people are your patrons ?
Why, I ana corresponding with one of your countrymen in
Washington, and he tells me they hoot at every one who
mentions the idea of a National Observatory in the halls
of Congress. Faith ! the people are better than their repre-
sentatives. This is a most curious, wonderful affair, is n't
it, Simms? a democratic astronomical society. Well, sir,
it is a great idea, and I hope you may realize all your
loftiest wishes. What can I do for you ? How can I
help you ? I am here at London, or rather at Greenwich,
4 observing/ for a few days. Oh, Airy is gone. That's a
pity. He's first chop in all these matters. He'll be back
perhaps before you leave. Consult him by all means, as
to your plan of building, instruments, etc. By-the-by, Mr.
Simms, where is that letter I left with you? It is on
this very subject." (Mr. Simms got the letter.) " Here,"
said the astronomer, " take that, return it when you finish,
to Simms; you will find it contains some rough outlines.
What can I do for you ? "

Such is a specimen of the rapid overflowings of hearteep attention,
